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ABORIGINAL REGIONAL SERVICES REFORM UNIT 
336. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer the minister to her response to question without notice 165 of which some notice was given, asked on 
Wednesday, l4 June 2017. In particular, I refer the minister to her claim within her response that, and I quote — 

… after the disastrous attempts by the then Minister for Indigenous Affairs to close scores of Aboriginal 
communities without consultation with those communities. He was offered a bit of money by 
Mr Abbott and, given the parlous state of the budget, he wanted to take that money upfront, no strings 
attached, and he subsequently announced that various communities would be closed down. 

(1) Will the minister acknowledge that these claims are false; and, if not, why not? 
(2) If yes, will the minister apologise to the house; and, if not, why not? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for this question. 
(1)–(2) A large part the community could be forgiven for thinking this person is a self-indulgent narcissist, 

because he has spent so much of his time defending his hurt honour! I mean, where are the questions 
about his community? 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Madam President, I think you know what I am going to say. I believe the 
comments that the honourable minister has just made with respect to the Leader of the Opposition are 
unparliamentary, and I would ask that she withdraw them. 
The PRESIDENT: I note that. I am sure the minister was going to correct her words about the Leader of the 
Opposition and continue with her response. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Thank you, Madam President. There are important issues at stake here. The 
member is so precious. Hon Peter Collier has come into this place time after time to raise this issue. I just make 
this point. No; I am not going to apologise. The reason I am not going to apologise is that the Leader of the 
Opposition was the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs when the former Premier made these statements that caused 
untold upset. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Madam President, I have raised a concern that the words that have been used to 
describe the Leader of the Opposition are unparliamentary, and I have asked that they be withdrawn. I took from 
what you said, Madam President, that you have suggested that the minister reflect on them, and maybe she 
would do so. I have not heard the minister withdraw those comments at this stage. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I will withdraw the comment that I made that people in the community might 
think that the member was a self-indulgent narcissist. I will withdraw that comment. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: However, I do say that it is important to understand that the Leader of the 
Opposition was the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs during this disastrous time for those Aboriginal communities. 
Because the member has raised this now so many times, I have scoured the records. The member said nothing in 
Parliament at that time to distance himself from the comments of the then Premier. He said nothing, anywhere. 
There was no media statement. He said nothing to distance himself from those comments, which on his own 
acknowledgment recently in the house caused untold stress to Aboriginal people in remote communities. 

I also want to address the claim made by the member—as part of his same grievance about how dreadfully he 
has been dealt with—that I have attributed the work of the Aboriginal Regional Services Reform Unit to the then 
Minister for Regional Development, Terry Redman. I want to reconfirm that. I have spoken to people to assess 
that I was right in saying that. I note this very document. This document was prepared by the former government 
in response to its disastrous proposition to close down remote Aboriginal communities. The former Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs is not mentioned in this document. He is not an author of this document. 

Hon Peter Collier: You don’t understand the whole concept! 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I understand! I understand that it was not the former Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs. He was a waste of space as Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. Today, the member claimed in Parliament 
that the Kimberley schools project was his project. That project came out of the Kimberley Development 
Commission. The people in the Kimberley Development Commission drove that project. It was then championed 
by the then Minister for Regional Development, Terry Redman, and he got that project up. In fact, when we 
came into government, the Department of Regional Development was still the lead agency for that project, 
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because it could not trust the then minister to do it in his role as Minister for Education. So, member, do not 
come in here and ask me to apologise for your parlous inaction as Minister for Aboriginal Affairs! You 
apologise to the Aboriginal community for failing it time and again! 

Hon Peter Collier: Thank you, minister. That is just the response I wanted. So we will have something to do on 
day one when we come back. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Good! Spend more time talking about yourself! Start talking about the 
community instead of talking about your own hurt honour! 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, this is the last question time for this session. I appreciate that people may be a bit 
tired and keen to get out of here, but one person at a time. The member on his feet has the call. 
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